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branches of State government, from 
the Governor’s mansion, to the state-
house, to the supreme court. 

He never stopped working. The day 
before he died, he was on the phone 
with me, talking about 2016, giving me 
advice. He never let his illness hold 
him back, and he never stopped accom-
plishing things for the Ohio GOP. No 
one was more responsible for bringing 
the 2016 Republican National Conven-
tion to Cleveland than Bob Bennett. 
Like so many times before, he had a vi-
sion, and he made it happen. It will be 
his lasting legacy, and I only wish he 
could be there to see yet another of his 
dreams become reality. 

That is the public story of Bob Ben-
nett’s life, and what a story it is. But 
those of us who knew him, who worked 
with him, who were inspired by him, 
we know that what made Bob Bennett 
great goes far beyond what he accom-
plished on the political stage. The 
number of people who he helped with 
advice, with guidance, or even just a 
kind word—the number of people who 
loved Bob Bennett as a close friend— 
could fill this Chamber. 

It has been said that we can measure 
a man’s life by the friends he makes, 
by the other lives he touches, by the 
people whose own journey on this 
Earth is made better because of him. 
By that measure, the measure that he 
would have cared about the most, Bob 
Bennett was a great man, indeed. 

He will be missed, but he won’t be 
forgotten. 
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TRIBUTE TO KEITH DETERS 

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, I 
wish to congratulate Keith Deters on 
his retirement and to recognize his im-
pressive career. 

Keith has been with General Dynam-
ics for 32 years and has served as plant 
manager of the Joint Systems Manu-
facturing Center, JSMC, previously 
known as the Lima Army Tank Plant, 
for the past 11 years. 

Keith grew up in Ohio and received 
his bachelor’s degree in organizational 
management from Bluffton College and 
earned his MBA from the University of 
Findlay. He now resides in Lima with 
his wife Donna. They have two sons 
and five grandsons 

During Keith’s tenure as plant man-
ager at JSMC, the plant addressed a 
number of service programs, including 
the future combats systems, expedi-
tionary fighting vehicle, ground com-
bat vehicle, Mk46 Navy turret, Abrams 
SEP, Abrams TUSK armor, MRAP Cou-
gar, Abrams heavy assault bridge, joint 
light tactical vehicle prototypes, 
Stryker family of vehicles, Stryker 
armor upgrade programs, Stryker slat 
armor kit, tank urban survivability 
kit, Merkava Namer APC, Abrams 
Egyptian FMS, Australian Abrams 
AIM FMS, KSA Abrams FMS, and the 
Iraq Abrams FMS. 

In addition, Keith has been at the 
forefront of developing next-generation 
combat vehicle capabilities, and under 

his supervision while plant manager in-
novative prototype structures built at 
JSMC included the joint assault bridge, 
heavy assault bridge, joint light tac-
tical vehicle, ground combat vehicle, 
amphibious combat vehicle, expedi-
tionary fighting vehicle, future combat 
vehicle, Stryker slat armor kit, com-
mon ballistic shield, hull protection 
kit, Stryker reactive armor kit, tank 
urban survivability kit, mine roller 
kit, commanders remote operation 
weapon system, hull system demon-
strator, and Scout vehicle. 

Outside of work, Keith has been ac-
tively involved in the Lima commu-
nity. He has served on numerous boards 
including the United Way of Greater 
Lima, the Ohio State University at 
Lima, the Ohio Energy & Advanced 
Manufacturing Center, Allen-Lima 
Leadership, and the Allen Economic 
Development Group. Keith is also a 
member of the Lima Rotary Club and 
Task Force Lima. 

Keith is a supporter of his local Make 
A Wish Foundation and has been in-
volved with Operation Christmas Tank, 
Family Day at JSMC for Lima employ-
ees and their families, the West Cen-
tral Ohio Manufacturing Consortium 
with Rhodes College, and Lima Senior 
High School’s Moonbuggy Project. 

I would like to congratulate Keith on 
the many contributions he has made to 
JSMC and to the Lima community. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE REED FAMILY 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I 
rise today to congratulate the Reed 
family for earning the distinction of 
2014’s Arkansas Farm Family of the 
year. 

This honor reflects the dedication of 
Nathan and Kristin Reed to farming 
and the importance they play in Ar-
kansas’s number one industry. Nathan 
is a fourth-generation farmer. I know 
that he will pass along his passion for 
farming to the couple’s young children; 
2-year-old twins Stanley ‘‘Eldon’’ and 
Jane-Anne and 1-year-old Katherine. 

The Reeds farm cotton, corn and soy-
beans on their Lee County farm where 
they emphasize conservation and sus-
tainability. Using variable rate tech-
nology for applying fertilizer and irri-
gation wells and center pivot systems 
run off electric power, they save en-
ergy. Nathan is also constantly learn-
ing about different crops and crop ro-
tating practices by experimenting on 
the farm. 

The Reeds are not only committed to 
farming and producing safe supplies of 
food and fiber to the world, but they 
are also committed to their commu-
nity. Nathan serves on numerous 
boards and committees. 

As a long-time friend of the Reed 
family I understand the importance of 
farming, agriculture and community 
involvement that Nathan’s father 
Stanley and his mother Charlene en-

couraged. Nathan is following in their 
footsteps. They were named the Lee 
County Farm Family of the Year in 
1984. 

The Arkansas Farm Bureau’s pro-
gram honors farm families across the 
State for their outstanding work both 
on their farms and in their commu-
nities. This recognition is a reflection 
of the contribution to agriculture at 
the community and State level and its 
implications for improved farm prac-
tices and management. The Reeds are 
well-deserving of this honor. 

I congratulate Nathan, Kristin, Stan-
ley, Jane-Anne and Katherine on their 
outstanding achievements in agri-
culture and ask my fellow colleagues 
to join me in honoring them for this 
accomplishment. I wish them contin-
ued success in their future endeavors 
and look forward to the contributions 
they will continue to will offer Arkan-
sas farming and agriculture.∑ 
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REMEMBERING MICHAEL DAVID 
DAVIS, JR. 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the life of Placer County Sher-
iff’s Detective Michael David Davis, 
Jr., an experienced detective, dedicated 
public servant and beloved husband, fa-
ther, brother, son and grandson who 
was tragically killed in the line of duty 
on October 24, 2014. 

Michael Davis, Jr. was born on Octo-
ber 29, 1971, in Bellflower, CA. After 
spending his childhood in Southern 
California, Michael moved to Placer 
County to pursue a career in law en-
forcement, continuing a family com-
mitment to public service. Detective 
Davis’s father, Michael Davis, Sr., was 
a Riverside County Sheriff’s Deputy 
who also tragically lost his life in the 
line of duty. Detective Davis’s aunt 
and uncle both retired from the Placer 
County Sheriff’s Department, and De-
tective Davis’s wife, Jessica, and his 
brother, Sergeant Jason Davis, worked 
by his side until Michael’s life was so 
senselessly cut short on October 24. 

Following his graduation from the 
Butte College Law Enforcement Acad-
emy, Detective Davis began his career 
in public safety as a Reserve Deputy 
for the Placer County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment in 1996. He later joined the Au-
burn Police Department as a Patrol-
man before returning to the Sheriff’s 
Department in 1999 as a Deputy. In 
2005, he was promoted to become a 
Homicide Detective in the Crimes 
Against Persons Division. 

At a memorial service on November 
4, Placer County Sheriff Edward Bon-
ner recalled that Detective Davis ap-
proached his job with ‘‘respect, tact, 
and empathy.’’ Others remembered Mi-
chael Davis as a quick-witted family 
man who lived his life to the fullest, 
spending time with his loved ones at 
family gatherings, coaching Little 
League, rooting for his beloved San 
Francisco 49ers and Los Angeles Dodg-
ers, and riding motorcycles with 
friends. 
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